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Kreipes Kaffeebar: ‘CoffeeTime’ in Hanover

A new take on coffeehouse ambience

Since 1873, Kreipe of Hanover has been making the finest traditional cakes, truffles and chocolates. They have been served with fragrant coffee on the confectionary’s premises in the city’s Bahnhofstrasse ever since, or shipped around the world to grateful aficionados. In order to reach a younger clientele, however, the Kreipe family – in the same business now for five generations – decided to relocate and adopt an entirely new coffeehouse concept. At a central location across from the Hanover Opera House, Despang Architects (Hanover) converted a two-level former fashion shop dating from the 1960s into a bright and luminous coffee bar with an up-to-date look. 

 Kreipe’s “CoffeeTime” is a marriage of traditional coffeehouse culture and contemporary cuisine enjoyed in a modern ambiance. On the main level, black table elements with rounded MDF-board tops and a long bench molded into the wall and floor offer the perfect setting for a quick coffee. A long counter plays up the linearity of the narrow space. Both it and the bench are covered in the same crème colored vinyl as the floor. The back bar, constructed of black MDF board and featuring back-lit cut-outs, provides a high-contrast accent. The bar’s niches and the bistro tables boast a special ‘inner’ detail: 0.7-millimeter-thin brass bands inlays.

The design concept also entails a luxurious lounge atmosphere on the second level. Dark, molded plywood seats by Arne Jacobsen, upholstered lounge chairs and oval black tables offer a tempting place to linger, while the panoramic view from the room’s 13-meter long window includes Hanover’s classicist opera house. Providing a common thread with the main level, the same lightly colored vinyl is also used here as an architectural design element. Unlike the smooth synthetic flooring below, however, this level’s walls, ceiling and floor are covered in a cloth-textured vinyl.

Traditional materials contemporarily employed 

Varying combinations and uses of brass, MDF board and synthetic surfaces give each of the rooms its specific character. Since authentic materials with an aged appearance were intended to be incorporated into the design, the special treatment of materials played a particularly important role. The brass pieces – typical of traditional coffeehouses – were not, for instance, polished to a high gloss and given squared-off edges for a nostalgic or folkloric appearance. 

The image of Kreipe’s CoffeeTime is dominated by the various types of vinyl coverings that have been applied to the floors, walls and furniture, and that combine to bring harmonious unity to the space. On one hand, the vinyl used on the second level with its woven textile look underlines the loungey décor. Meanwhile, the DLW Solid vinyl covering from Armstrong –  employed in the coffeehouse’s high-traffic main level – strikingly demonstrates its suitability for contemporary, hip architectural forms. With a thickness of merely 2 mm, the robust and flexible synthetic covering also possesses excellent usage characteristics that ideally meet the flooring needs of the catering industry. It is exceedingly impact-cushioning, impact noise-dampening and non-slip, thereby offering customers and employees a high degree of walking comfort. DLW Solid vinyl is also ant-static, flame resistant, and self-extinguishing in case of fire. A coat of high-quality, hard-wearing PUR guarantees maximum durability, simple and fast cleaning, optimum hygiene and high cost-effectiveness. In addition, the moiré pattern of DLW Solid cleverly hides signs of day-to-day use. The vinyl collection includes 180 colors and is available off-the-roll or in tiles. For further information, please write service_germany@armstrong.com or visit www.armstrong.eu.
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A change of location and a completely new coffeehouse concept: Kreipe’s CoffeeTime, located in central Hanover across from the city’s opera house, is a marriage of traditional coffeehouse culture and contemporary cuisine enjoyed in a modern ambiance.
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Despang Architects (Hanover) converted a two-level former fashion shop dating from the 1960s into a bright and lucid coffee bar with an up-to-date look.
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Varying combinations of materials afford an aesthetically up-to-date atmosphere. The décor concept of Despang Architects, impressively demonstrates the suitability of DLW Solid vinyl covering for contemporary, hip architectural forms.
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On the second level, a cloth-textured vinyl covering is employed to great effect as an interior design tool on the floor, ceiling and walls.
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